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Brooklyn’s remarkable poet & inventor – 

Meet Joseph Martino, a special man of inspiration and innovation 

By Mattlee Davis 
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“No, you’re not in heaven, you just entered Brooklyn,” writes poet and inventor Joseph Martino, referring to Brooklyn as the “Borough of Kings.” 

From war to poetry to inventions, Martino has seen his share of adventures and has made his way around the world with his works being honored by organizations worldwide. 

Born on September 17, 1937 in West Brighton, Staten Island, Martino describes himself as a mischievous child who learned hard life lessons during World War II and more painfully, his parents’ divorce after the war. 

“It was tough, but it did a lot for me as far as reality,” said Martino, who was an only child. He later went on an Army tour in Korea, first serving in the infantry and later doing security for compounds from 1957 -’58. 

Advertisement
Martino would then spend the next 10 years working as a peace officer for the Department of Correction and the following 22 years as an officer for the NY State Supreme Court. He met his wife and they were married in 1968 and moved to Bay Ridge. 

“I had a lot of experiences, from Malcolm X’s murder to prison breaks. I was always very observational, and I’ve been to a lot of exotic places,” said Martino. 

In fact, he has traveled to more than 45 different countries. But not all of them were pleasant memories. 

Martino described one visit with his wife to China in the early ‘80’s. A typhoon struck the country causing panic. Followed by a sudden yellow fever outbreak which subjected them both to an injection. But it wouldn’t be a vacation without an earthquake which struck soon after. “They closed down the whole city,” said Martino. 

But he admits that poetry never interested him as a child. In fact he said “I never really liked poetry.” However, that would change almost seven decades later, when his wife bought him a Dell PC in 2001. 

It all began with a quote. “Men with sight see things as they are. The man with insight sees things the way they could be.” 

This quote caught the attention of a publisher who convinced Martino that he had a ‘hidden talent.’ 

“I felt like I was being inspired. A lot of publishers were telling me I was profound, which is funny since I never graduated from high school. I never knew I had this type of talent,” said Martino, whose love for poetry began to grow. 

He would later go on to author over 150 poems. But another unique hobby, Martino admits, is one for inventions. 

Most well known was his “Prac-Bat,” which is a baseball bat with a seven by three-and-a-half inch hole in the meat or “sweet” part – where the ball and the bat make contact – of the bat. 

If a batter using the Prac-Bat swung and the ball went through the hole, he would know that he swung accurately. With a regular bat he would have made a direct hit. 

The Pittsburgh Pirates and NY Yankees both experimented with Martino’s bats and it was featured in Sports Illustrated and the Associated Press. 

Johnny Carson also took a few swings on “The Tonight Show.” 

“They asked me to bring it in. Johnny fooled around with it but I never got a chance to see the show,” said Martino, whose other inventions included an “Ankle Exerciser,” used by a pro-football team. 

Now living in Bay Ridge, Martino is a true Brooklynite who writes in a poem entitled “Brooklyn, New York”… “Brooklyn, New York, you’re the best, from north to south, east to west, from top to bottom, you are head and shoulders above all the rest…just like a good buddy, just like a friend, who stands by your side till the very end.” 
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